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Ocean Park Civic Leaque

Meeting Notice
Thursday, January 8, 2004
@ Ocean Park Fire & Rescue Headquarters
Time: Social 7:00 P.M.—7:30 P.M.
Meeting: 7:30 P.M.—9:00 P.M. Sharp!

Update on Pleasure House Point

Over 1200 signatures were collected from our petition drive to try to convince
City Council to purchase at least 39 acres of Pleasure House Point (PHP) for
Open Space. We've been working with Mr. Tseng of Ft Worth Development, at-
tempting to convince him to reduce the number of units he's proposing from 680.
Other ideas discussed were alternative funding solutions from starting an Urban
Reserve Program whereby the city would simply purchase the development
rights from Mr. McLeskey to offering Mr. McLeskey tax breaks, bonds, etc.

There was also a recent meeting with a number of people including Mr.
McLeskey, Mr. Tseng, the Virginia Marine Science Museum and others where it
was determined the VMSM is not interested in PHP. There are more discus-
sions planned with Mr. Tseng to bring in other educational institutions from
VWU, ODU, TCC etc.

Other information that will be followed up on is the actions the City has/or has
not taken to negotiate with Mr. McLesky to sell the property. This is an area that
needs more investigation and clarification ,so the OPCL can have a clear under-
standing of all the facts.

Very significantly, it is recognized that working with Mr. Tseng of Ft Worth De-
velopment is the most productive solution Ocean Park and the Shore Drive
Community has in helping to create a quality of life enhancing project at PHP.

There will be critical decisions made in early 2004 that will affect Shore Drive
and Virginia Beach for generations to come. If you've been procrastinating about
getting involved with the future of PHP --- one New Years Resolution you should
consider now is to get involved!
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Letter to Ocean Park Pet Owners

Dear Pet Owners,

Your Responsibility to Ocean Park !

With another early February coming, many of us will be eagerly watching those
beautiful dogs of the Westminster Dog Show [Feb 9" and 10™]. Dogs and cats are
one of the great things in many of our lives. Our neighbors like your well-behaved
ones, which are the majority, and abhor the owners of the few poorly trained and
un-curbed ones.

Through an informal poll, itis believed that of all our dog and cat owners in
Ocean Park, some 20% are still being poorly managed by their owners when it
comes to pet waste [cats and dogs alike, folks!]. Below is important information for
pet owners:

1. Allowing a pet to make waste and not picking up is not neighborly: whether
on someone else’s property or on our public property [like a circle, paper
street, or on the beach], it is a rude statement by a non-compliant pet

—

“Pet waste is bad
for the

environment”

owner on what they think [or don't think] of their neighbors and their prop-
erty. Then, think about the kids playing in our small public spaces and all
of us lying in the sand at the beach. It is a matter of public health and its
downright offensive.

2. Unscooped pet waste is against the law: according to City Ordnance [go to
city website], section 5-16:

Allowing dogs to urinate or defecate on public or private property. It
shall be unlawful for any owner or person in control of a dog to:

(1) Knowingly or willfully allow his/her dog to urinate or defecate on the
private property of other persons without their consent or that of the au-
thorized agent of the one having control of the premises.

(2) Knowingly or willfully allow his/her dog to urinate or defecate on public
property, except that defecation by a dog on public property shall not
constitute a violation of this section if the owner of the dog immediately
removes the material defected and disposes of it in a safe and sanitary
manner.

Similar ordnances within this section apply to cats.

It’s a class 4 misdemeanor. If you are an offender, your neighbor has a
right to ensure the law is enforced!
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Pet waste is bad for the environment: it seems odd that offending pet
owners were probably attracted to this area for its near natural appear-
ance and clean beaches, yet hypocritically act so unconcerned about
their pet’s waste. Human waste is treated at sewerage treatment plants
while unattended pet waste adds to all the farm animal waste that is oxy-
gen starving our endangered Bay as it seeps into the Bay. Don’t believe
it? Go to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation web site describing the 2003
continuing rise of nitrogen in the Bay and its impact [and to learn more
about the Bay]:

http://Amww.cbf.ora/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=7515&news _iv_ctri=1261

And then take this quiz with your family, What's Your Poo |Q?
To learn more:

http://www.cbf.org/site/Survey?

So, Pet Owners You Have A Responsibility to the Ocean Park Commu-
nity:

1. Be good to your neighbors, their kids, and our public spaces on and
off the beach.

2. Respect the law; and, stop being part of the Chesapeake Bay nutria
problem.

3. Clean up after your dogs whether you think someone is watching or
not. If you own a cat, don’t pretend your neighborhood is your cat’s
kitty litter container.

One solution: is buying specially designed dog poop pickup mitts that
convert into a small trash bag. Should you not wish to drive to the pet
supply store: here are some of the many sites offering products and dis-
pensers so you can be a responsible pet owner.

http://www.muttmitt. com/shop.htmil

http://www.pickupmitts.com/aamuttmittspage.htm

This bag is also bio-degradable:

http://www.masterscoopers.com/main.htm

Now you know how we feel, the law, and your environmental impact on
the Bay. One last message on behalf of the good people of OPCL, take
responsibility for yourself and your pets. We know it’'s not your pet’s fault.
For those pet owners who are pet waste compliant, we thank you for be-
ing good citizens.

Sincerely,

Concerned Citizens of Ocean Park
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“For those pet

owners who are
pet waste
compliant, we
thank you for
being good
citizens.”
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ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION

We are redesigning our Ocean Park Civic League Newsletter. With a new
format, we need a new and dynamic newsletter name. We are asking all
Ocean Park residents to put their thinking caps on and submit your entry at
the meeting on Thursday, January 8, 2004 at the Ocean Park Rescue Squad
Meeting Room. Please have all submissions in by 7:15 p.m. and we will se-
lect the winner during the meeting.

We are looking for something that embodies the special nature of our area
which includes the Bay, trees, parks and all the activities that go with this
area.

The winner will receive a very special gift!!!

2004 Civil League Meeting Dates

All meeting are held on Thursdays at the Ocean Park Fire & Rescue Head Quar-
ters. Social starts at 7:00 p.m. Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. Sharp.

January 8, 2004

March 4, 2004

May 6, 2004

September 9, 2004

November 4, 2004

EESTTRER, TSR R frzspepsrain pReasmasT ey R
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE: Rent: : OWN:

YEARS IN OCEAN PARK:

AREAS OF INTERESET IN THE OCEAN PARK CIVIC LEAGUE (circle all that apply)

Newsletter Contributions
Newsletter Distribution

New Development
Zoning

Refreshments, Civic League Meetings Crime Watch Committee

Social Events Committee

Suggestions are Welcome

Mail this Application with your dues, Ten Dollars ($10.) to:
Ocean Park Civil League (OPCL), P.O. Box 55385, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23471



