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General overview of changes

■ Allow STRs, by-right, in certain specific locations of the City if they meet 

criteria

■ No Conditional Use Permits – STRs cannot operate elsewhere in the City

■ Regulations for Sandbridge are not changed

■ Regulations for other areas where STRs are permitted reflect current City 

Council imposed conditions on STRs with modification on number of 

rentals and required response by property owner or representative 
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“Allow STRs, by-right, in certain specific 
locations of the City if they meet criteria”

■ Rezone specific areas to Short Term Rental Overlay Districts

– West Shore Drive 

– East Shore Drive

– North End

– Oceanfront Resort

■ If properties are located in one of these overlays and can meet the criteria 

of the Zoning Ordinance, the STR is permitted as a matter of right

■ Permit to operate issued by Zoning
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Shore Drive Overlay District
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Approximate location of STR 

Overlay (red) showing existing 

Shore Drive Overlay



STR Overlay – West Shore Drive
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STR Overlay – East Shore Drive

North Great 

Neck Road
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North End Overlay District
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Approximate location of STR 

Overlay (red) showing existing 

North End Overlay



STR Overlay – North End
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STR Overlay District
Oceanfront Resort
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OR Zoning District = STR Overlay



“No Conditional Use Permits – STRs 
cannot operate elsewhere in the City”

■ STR will not be permitted outside of Overlay Districts

■ Allows for pre-existing defined areas that can obtain 60% of owners to agree to 

request a rezoning to add an STR Overlay for a specific area 

– City Council may consider additional Overlays without this requirement

■ Does not affect properties located in Sandbridge SSD (Code of VA and Zoning)

■ Existing Conditional Use Permits expire in 5 years

– Those outside of overlays will not be permitted to operate when STR expires

– Those located within overlays will be required to operate within the new rules at 

time of expiration

– Owner may “give up” their Conditional Use Permit to operate under rules in 

place
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“Regulations for Sandbridge are not 
changed”

■ Properties located within Sandbridge SSD are permitted to 

operate STR if they meet current criteria as set forth in 

Section 241.2 of the Zoning Ordinance

■ No changes proposed to Section 241.2 of the Zoning 

Ordinance at this time
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“Regulations for 
other areas where 
STRs are permitted 
reflect current City 
Council imposed 
conditions on STRs 
with modification on 
number of rentals 
and required 
response by property 
owner or 
representative”

■ New section added specifically for STR 
Overlay Districts which details additional 
regulations

■ Parking

– Parking created to meet requirements 
in Overlays are required to be 
impervious

– One parking space may be counted for 
the garage that meets the minimum 
parking space dimension

– Parking in driveway that is located in 
right of way is permitted to count so 
long as it does not block vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic
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“Regulations for 
other areas where 
STRs are permitted 
reflect current City 
Council imposed 
conditions on STRs 
with modification on 
number of rentals 
and required 
response by property 
owner or 
representative”

■ Maximum number of persons on the property 
between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. limited to a 
calculation of 2 per bedroom

– Number does not include minors under the 
age of 16 not to exceed a total of 3 per 
bedroom

■ No events with guests that are above the number 
allowed gusts per night as calculated at 2 per 
bedroom

■ If located within the Residential Parking Permit 
Program no temporary or guest passes are 
permitted

■ Number of rentals limited to 52 per year

■ Owner or representative must be able to 
physically respond to the property within 30 
minutes
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Proposed timeline

■ September 15 - City Council Briefing

■ October 6 – City Council Vote on referral

■ October 14 – Planning Commission Briefing

■ November 4 – Planning Commission Public 

Hearing

■ November 17 – City Council Public Comment

■ December 1 – City Council Public Hearing/Vote
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Additional Slides for information and as 
needed.
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CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH Item

13

An Ordinance to amend Section 104 to allow civil penalties 
for the violation of Section 241.2 pertaining to

Short Term Rentals

Staff recommends Approval

Planning Commission voted 9 to 0 to recommend Approval



Currently violation is a criminal penalty. Civil penalties allow for 

zoning inspectors to issue a fine for violations of regulations of 241.2 

or operating without approval

• $200 penalty for initial summons

• $500 penalty for each additional summons



CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH Item
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An Ordinance to amend Section 241.2 pertaining to the 
revocation of grandfather status and City Council findings for 

Short Term Rental uses

Staff recommends Approval

Planning Commission voted 4 to 4, results in recommendation of Denial



1. Grandfathered STRs that have ceased to operate for two or more years shall have their grandfather status 

revoked by the Planning Director.

• Aligns with current regulations regarding nonconforming uses

2. Required Findings provide a basis for which staff, Planning Commission and City Council can evaluate and 

ultimately approve/deny an application.

1. Density of STRs in immediate vicinity do not change the characteristics of the surrounding neighborhood.

2. Parking is readily available. On-site parking is visually appealing and environmentally responsible. Off-site 

parking reasonable and practical.

3. Increased occupancy of property is compatible with residential neighborhood to mitigate impacts of noise, 

trash, and other negative consequences.

4. STRs are a needed resource in certain areas of the City, particularly those in close proximity to venues, 

districts and areas that generate high volume of visitors.

• PLANNING COMMISSION MOTIONED TO APROVE CHANGING GRANDFATHERED TIMEFRAME TO 5 

YEARS AND TO ELIMINATE FINDINGS #1 AND #4, MOTION FAILED WITH 4 VOTES FOR, 4 

AGAINST

• PLANNING COMMISSION MOTIONED TO APPROVE CHANGING GRANDFATHERED TO 5 YEARS 

AND FINDINGS AS DRAFTED, MOTION FAILED WITH 4 VOTES FOR, 4 AGAINST



CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH Item
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An Ordinance to amend Section 1903 allowing certain 
Short Term Rentals as permitted uses in the 

Old Beach Overlay District

Staff recommends Approval

Planning Commission voted 9 to 0 to recommend Approval as 

amended



Old Beach Overlay District:

Allows STRs by-right provided:

1. All requirements of Section 241.2 are met

2. STR is principal residence and owned by the operator

If requirements not met, a CUP cannot be applied for

Allows for only one STR per property owner

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED PROPERTIES EAST OF BALTIC AVENUE AND PROPERTIES WITH 

FRONTAGE ON BALTIC AVENUE ARE PERMITTED BY-RIGHT IF THEY MEET REQUIREMENTS OF 241.2, 

PROPERTIES WEST OF BALTIC AVENUE ARE PERMITTED BY RIGHT IF THEY MEET REQUIREMENTS OF 241.2 

AND ARE THE PRIMARY RESIDENCE OF THE PROPERTY OWNER.





CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH Item
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An Ordinance to establish transitional rules for the review of 
Conditional Use Permits for property in the

Old Beach Overlay District

Staff recommends Approval

Planning Commission voted 8 to 0 to recommend Approval



Proposed Ordinance will be effective immediately upon approval by 

City Council

Any CUP applications that are submitted or under review prior to the 

date of referral of this Ordinance will be reviewed under the 

regulations at time of submittal

Any CUP application submitted after referral required to comply with 

regulations in place at time of City Council hearing









TAB 1
A resolution referring five ordinances to the Planning Commission for its 
consideration and recommendation







TAB 2
An ordinance creating four new Short Term Rental Overlay Districts







TAB 3
An ordinance amending the City Zoning Map to incorporate the 
boundaries of the newly created Short Term Rental Overlay Districts















TAB 4
An ordinance providing revised regulations for short term rentals with in the 
newly created overlay districts











TAB 5
An ordinance amending the use tables regarding Short Term Rentals



















TAB 6
An ordinance providing for transition rules for CUP applications received after 
the date of the referral of these items to the Planning Commission
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